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The History of LAB 
 

The concept of a library association for Brevard County had its beginnings in 1980 at a 
meeting of public library reference librarians. The subject of a county-wide library 
organization was raised by Elizabeth Donovan, reference librarian at the Cocoa Public 
Library. The organization would be open to all library personnel in the county. It would 
provide them with an opportunity to meet other library workers and to participate in 
workshops and programs. The idea was received with enthusiasm, but the reality was to 
determine if enough interest existed among county library personnel to warrant such an 
organization. A committee consisting of Elizabeth Donovan, Jean Snyder, Margaret Ouzts, 
and Jean Mandros was delegated to draft a questionnaire for distribution to all potential 
members. The survey was prepared in September 1980, but it was not approved for 
distribution until August 1981. At that time, every full- and part-time library worker in the 
public library system was contacted. The results of the public library survey showed that 
39% of the then 97 library employees were supportive. The next step was to survey all the 
other libraries in the county. The questionnaire was redrafted, and in October of 1981 
copies were sent to every special, academic, and school library in the county. Out of 127 
possible responses, 42% indicated definite interest. The time to organize had come. 
 

The survey committee recommended that a steering committee be formed with 
representatives from every type of library and from every area of the county. The final 
task of the survey committee was to find these representatives and to contact established 
Florida library associations for general guidance in the formation of an organization. On 
April 20, 1982, these goals were accomplished when the newly created steering 
committee met for the first time at the Cocoa Public Library. The original steering 
committee was composed of: 
 

PAMELA FORTMAN, Today Newspaper Library, representative of Special Libraries 
THOMAS MCFARLAND, Cocoa Public Library, representative of Public Libraries 
SARAH ELLIOT, Cocoa Beach High School Library, representative of Public School Libraries 
SISTER ANN CRONK, Central Catholic High School Library, representative of Private School Libraries 
ANN MASON, South Lake Elementary School Library, representative of Children’s Libraries 
VICTORIA SMITH, Florida Institute of Technology, representative of Academic Libraries 
ELIZABETH DONOVAN, Cocoa Public Library, representative of all interested parties 

 

At that initial meeting and subsequent ones, the steering committee selected a name for 
the association, drafted a constitution and by-laws, formatted a newsletter, and set up a 
schedule of programs for 1982/83. The idea of a library association for Brevard County 
had become a reality. 
 

 The 

revard   

ssociation 
ibrary 

 
 

The LAB logo was designed by graphic artist Phil Fortman.
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Presidents of the Library Association of Brevard 
 
1. Elizabeth Donovan 1982 Cocoa Library 
 

2. Linda Adams 1983/1985 Patrick Air Force Base 
 

3. Sharon Dwyer 1985/1987 Eau Gallie Library 
 

4. Margaret Simpson 1987/1988 Satellite Beach Library  
 

5. Carol Ruger 1988/1989 Cocoa Library 
 

6. Ken Lemhouse 1989/1990 Brevard Community College 
 

7. Susan Szymula 1990/1991 South Mainland Library 
 
8. Pamela Boddy 1991/1992 North Brevard Library 
 
9. Elfriede Raedler 1992/1993 Eau Gallie Library 
 
10. Beth Law 1993/1994 Satellite Beach Library 
 
11. Camille Johnson 1994/1995 South Mainland Library  
 
12. Alda Lainiotis 1995/1996 Keiser University 
 
13. David McMurrin 1996/1997 North Brevard Library 
 
14. Mauri Baumann 1997/1998 Eau Gallie Library 
 
15. Cindy Heinig 1998 Cocoa Beach Library 
 
16. Kathy Turner 1998/2000 Florida Institute of Technology  
 
17. Suzanne Odom 2000/2002 Keiser University 
 
18. John Curri 2002/2003 Davidson Titles, Inc. 
 
19. Suzanne Kozaitis 2003/2005 Florida Institute of Technology 
 
20. Linda Khan 2005/2007 Florida Institute of Technology 
 
21. Jennifer Morrison 2007/2008 Palm Bay Library 
 
22. Jack Newcombe 2008/2009 Eau Gallie Library 
 
23. Nathan Hosburgh 2009/2010 Florida Institute of Technology 
 
24. Richard Shea 2010/2011 Keiser University 
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25. Fran Reid 2011/2012 Satellite Beach Library 
 
26. Janice Murray 2012/2013 Central Brevard Library 
 
27. Kellie Sparks 2013/2014 University of West Florida 
 
28. Barbara Alderman 2014/2015 University of Central Florida 
 
29. Ashley Huser 2015/2016 Florida Institute of Technology 
 
30. Chelsea Stripling 2016/2017 Florida Institute of Technology 
 
31. Adam Chalmers 2017/2018 University of North Florida 

 
32. Madison Bellaire 2018/2019 Fairglen Elementary 
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Library Association of Brevard Bylaws 

Article I: Name 

The name of this Association shall be the Library Association of Brevard (LAB). 

Article II: Purpose 

The purposes of this Association shall be: 

1. To promote general library interests and services, and to encourage interlibrary 
cooperation within Brevard County. 

2. To encourage the professional development of the membership. 

3. To cooperate with state, regional, and national organizations interested in the 
promotion of library affairs. 

4. To promote fraternal relations among librarians and those interested in library affairs. 

Article III: Membership 

Section 1 

Membership in the Library Association of Brevard shall be open to any active, former, or 
retired library or information center worker, library student, or other interested party and 
shall be conferred upon payment of annual dues. 

Section 2 

Institutions/Organizations may join as non-voting members. 

Section 3 

(a.) Annual dues for individual members shall be $5. 

(b.) Lifetime memberships may be purchased for a one-time payment of $100. 

(c.) Annual dues for an institution/organization, up to eleven employees, shall be $50.  
Additional memberships shall be at the individual rate of $5. 

Section 4 
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Any member who has failed to pay dues by December 31 of the year shall be considered a 
delinquent member and automatically dropped from the membership roll. 

Section 5 

Any member who is in arrears for dues for the current year shall not be permitted to vote 
or hold office in the Association. 

Section 6 

(a.) The fiscal year of the Association shall run from July 1 through June 30. 

(b.) The membership year for the Association shall be the same as the calendar year. 

(c.) Annual membership dues are payable to the Library Association of Brevard, online or 
by mail.  

Online Payment: Visit LAB’s website brevardlib.org or Library Association of 
Brevard Membership Dues  

Payment by Mail: Return the Membership Application form and check, payable to 
“Library Association of Brevard” to the Membership Chair. 

Article IV: Officers 

Section 1 

The officers of the Association shall be a President, a Vice-president/President-elect, a 
Secretary, a Treasurer, a Membership Chair, a Marketing Chair, and other officers 
deemed necessary. 

Section 2: Nominations and Elections of Officers 

Nominees from the Executive Board shall be announced to the general membership 
through email and/or the Association’s website. At the spring meeting, additional 
nominations may be taken from the floor, provided that the consent of the nominee has 
been previously obtained. If there are no further nominations, the slate as presented shall 
be voted on by those members present. If there are nominations from the floor, the 
officers shall be elected by direct mail or email at least one month prior to the annual 
banquet. Only members in good standing shall be able to vote or run for office. 

Section 3: Duties of Officers 

https://brevardlib.org/
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07eg01b5pf69449111&oseq=&c=&ch=
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07eg01b5pf69449111&oseq=&c=&ch=
https://libraryassociationbrevard.files.wordpress.com/2019/03/lab-membership-form-2019-v2.pdf
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(a.) The President shall preside over all meetings of the Association and the Executive 
Board, and shall conduct the business of the Association. The President shall appoint all 
committees of the Association. 

(b.) The Vice-president/President-elect shall act for the President upon request or in the 
case of the absence of the President. The Vice-president/President-elect shall be the 
Program Chairperson. The Vice-president/President-elect shall succeed to the office of 
President, after the summer banquet. 

(c.) The Secretary shall keep a complete file of the records of the proceedings of all 
meetings of the Association and the Executive Board, shall maintain the Association’s 
archives, and shall carry on the correspondence of the Association. 

(d.) The Treasurer shall be responsible for handling the Association’s funds, keeping 
itemized records of receipts and expenditures, and all other associated activities. The 
Treasurer shall disburse the monies of the Association upon the approval of the Executive 
Board. The Treasurer will submit written reports, biannually, to the membership at the 
summer Banquet and to the Executive Board at their winter meeting. All funds and 
records of the Association shall be transferred to the newly elected Treasurer within 
thirty (30) days after the end of the fiscal year. 

Section 4: Terms of Office 

The President of the Association shall be elected and serve for one year. Officers of the 
Association shall be elected for one year and may be re-elected to serve up to three 
years. After serving three consecutive terms in an office, preference will be given to new 
candidates. Terms of office to begin after the summer banquet. 

Section 5: Vacancies 

Vacancies in office shall be filled by the Executive Board for the unexpired portion of the 
term of office, except in the case of a vacancy in the Presidency, which shall be filled by 
the Vice-President/President-Elect. A new Vice-President/President-Elect shall be elected 
by the membership at the earliest opportunity, should that position become vacant. 

Article V: Meetings 

Section 1 

(a.) There shall be a minimum of four meetings of the Association per year, Winter Social 
(January/February), Spring Educational Meeting or Service Project (March/April), Fall 
Educational Meeting (October/November, Summer Banquet (June/July).   

(b.) Times and places of meetings shall be determined by the Executive Board. 
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(c.) Business matters of the Association shall be conducted at all meetings with the 
exception of the annual summer banquet. 

Article VI: Executive Board 

Section 1 

The Executive Board shall consist of the duly elected officers of the Association, the 
Immediate Past-President, the Membership Chair and the Marketing Chair, who shall be 
appointed by the President. 

Section 2 

The administration of the affairs of the Association shall be vested in the Executive Board. 

Section 3: Meetings 

(a.) The Executive Board shall meet prior to each meeting of the Association. Special 
meetings may be called by the President. 

(b.) A quorum for the Executive Board shall be at least one-half of the Executive 
members. 

Article VII: Committees 

Section 1 

Standing committees may be established by the Executive Board. The name, purpose, and 
size of the committee shall be specified at the time it is established. The chairperson and 
other members of each committee will be named by the President of the Association. 

Section 2 

Ad hoc committees may be established by the President of the Association as needed. 

Section 3 

Any committee may be discontinued or declared inactive by the Executive Board. 

Article VIII: Dissolution of the Association 

In the event the Library Association of Brevard is dissolved, all monies in the treasury, 
after current bills are paid, shall be given to an institution/organization designated by a 
majority vote of members present at the final meeting. 
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Article IX: Official Publication 

A Membership Directory shall be compiled and distributed to all members by the summer 
banquet. 

 

 

Revised spring 2019 
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2019 Membership 
 

  
Linda Adams (Lifetime Member) 
6183 Anchor Lane 
Rockledge, FL 32955 
NASA Procurement , OP-AM, KSC  

home: (321) 636-8710 
work: (321) 867-4820 
linda.m.adams@nasa.gov 
 

  

Barbara Alderman (Lifetime Member) 
944 Samar Road 
Cocoa Beach, FL 32931 
UCF Regional Campus Libraries, Cocoa & Palm Bay 

home: (321) 784-9466 
work: (321) 433-7997 
barbara.alderman@ucf.edu 
 

  

Deborah Anderson (Lifetime Member) 
260 Narragansett Street 
Palm Bay, FL 32907 
Eastern Florida State College, Palm Bay Campus 

home: (321) 725-6364 
work: (321) 433-5260 
andersond@easternflorida.edu 
 

  

Elanya Bairefoot (Lifetime Member) 
721 Bianca Drive NE 
Palm Bay, FL 32905 
Eau Gallie Library 

home: (321) 733-1653 
work: (321) 255-4304 
ebairefoot@brev.org 
 

  

Mary Barker 
863 Carriage Hill Road 
Melbourne, FL 32940 
Florida Institute of Technology 

home: (321) 255-5232 
work: (321) 674-7536 
mbarker@fit.edu 
 

  

Mauri Baumann (Lifetime Member) 
1171 Fairway Court NE 
Palm Bay, FL 32905 
West Melbourne Library 

home: (321) 725-7949, (321) 432-
2638 
work: (321) 952-4508 
mkbaumann@aol.com 

  

Madison Bellaire 
Fairglen Elementary 

mrileybellaire@gmail.com 
 

  

Lynn Bennett 
112 Americana Boulevard NW 
Palm Bay, FL 32907 
Melbourne Library 

home: (321) 724-0492 
work: (321) 952-4515 
lbennett@brev.org 
 

  

Veronica Birmingham 
4930 Bowie Court 
Cocoa, FL 32927 
Titusville Public Library 

home: (321) 431-4376 
vbirmingham@brev.org 
 

  

mailto:linda.m.adams@nasa.gov
mailto:barbara.alderman@ucf.edu
mailto:andersond@easternflorida.edu
mailto:ebairefoot@brev.org
mailto:mbarker@fit.edu
mailto:mkbaumann@aol.com
mailto:mrileybellaire@gmail.com
mailto:lbennett@brev.org
mailto:vbirmingham@brev.org
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Adam Chalmers (Lifetime Member) 
322 Brookchase Lane 
West Jacksonville, FL 32225 
University of North Florida 

home: (850) 748-7709 
work: (904) 620-1410 
adachal123@gmail.com 

  

John Curri (Lifetime Member) 
656 Palos Verde Drive 
Satellite Beach, FL 32937 
Book Trade 

home: (321) 777-0096 
thebookman55@gmail.com 
 

  

Cindy Deem 
1236 Primrose Place 
Rockledge, FL 32955 
Merritt Island Public Library 

home: (850) 910-0247 
cindydeem@gmail.com 
 

  

Betty Demchock (Lifetime Member) 
515 Summerset Circle 
Indian Harbor Beach, FL 32937 
Retired 

home: (321) 773-6008 
 

  

Amanda Dickey 
Eau Gallie Public Library 

home: (321) 255-4304 
adickey@brev.org 
 

  

Elizabeth Donovan (Lifetime Member) 
4100 Lake Conway Woods Boulevard 
Orlando, FL 32812 
Pineloch Elementary School 

home: (407) 851-6540 
donovae@ocps.k12.fl.us 
 
 

  

Sharon Dwyer (Lifetime Member) 
720 Turnberry Drive 
Melbourne, FL 32940 
Retired 

home: (321) 254-4116 
sdeaugallie@aol.com 
 

  

Pamela Fortman (Lifetime Member) 
8745 SW 161st Street 
Miami, FL 33157 
Southwood Middle School 

home: (305) 238-6937 
pfmedia@bellsouth.net 
 

  

Mary Friers (Lifetime Member) 
8008 Bradwick Way 
Melbourne, FL 32940 
Retired 

home: (321) 255-1307 
 

  

Kathleen S. Good (Lifetime Member) 
1604 Jolson Court 
Merritt Island, FL 32953 

home: (321) 452-4161 
gooddonald@bellsouth.net 
 

mailto:adachal123@gmail.com
mailto:thebookman55@gmail.com
mailto:cindydeem@gmail.com
mailto:adickey@brev.org
mailto:donovae@ocps.k12.fl.us
mailto:sdeaugallie@aol.com
mailto:pfmedia@bellsouth.net
mailto:gooddonald@bellsouth.net
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Retired 
  

Nathan Hosburgh (Lifetime Member) 
National Institutes of Health  

 

  

Ashley Huser (Lifetime Member) 
1435 Crane Creek Boulevard 
Melbourne, FL 32940 
Florida Institute of Technology 

home: (321) 614-4413 
work: (321) 674-7566 
ahuser@fit.edu 
 

  

Joyce Keys 
Florida Institute of Technology 
Retired 

home: (321) 409-8565 
jkeys@fit.edu 
 

  

Linda S. Khan (Lifetime Member) 
1598 Talavera Street SE 
Palm Bay, FL 32909 
Florida Institute of Technology 

home: (321) 674-0309 
work: (321) 674-7450 
lkhan@fit.edu 
 

  

Suzanne Kozaitis (Lifetime Member) 
1205 Parkside Place 
Indian Harbour Beach, FL 32937 
Florida Institute of Technology 

home: (321) 751-0556 
work: (321) 674-7413 
skozaiti@fit.edu 
 

  

Celine Lang (Lifetime Member) 
1000 Hollow Brook Lane 
Malabar, FL 32950 
Librarian Emeritus, Florida Institute of Technology 

celine@fit.edu 
 
 

  

Beth M. Law (Lifetime Member) 
625 Cornwall Rd. 
Winter Park, FL 32792 

home: (407) 679-7734 
blaw2@cfl.rr.com 
 

  

Ken Lemhouse (Lifetime Member) 
4148 Chastain Drive 
Melbourne, FL 32940 
Eastern Florida State College, Melbourne Campus 

home: (321) 454-3922 
work: (321) 433-5576 
lemhouse@earthlink.net 
 

  

Shelly Macon 
Catherine Schweinsberg Rood Central Library 

home: (321) 213-7339 
shelley.macon@gmail.com 

  

Tom McFarland (Lifetime Member) 
3115 Water Oak Drive 
Merritt Island, FL 32953 
Retired 

home: (321) 454-4265 
 

  

Dave McMurrin (Lifetime Member) 
6075 Balboa Street 

 

mailto:ahuser@fit.edu
mailto:jkeys@fit.edu
mailto:lkhan@fit.edu
mailto:skozaiti@fit.edu
mailto:celine@fit.edu
mailto:blaw2@cfl.rr.com
mailto:lemhouse@earthlink.net
mailto:shelley.macon@gmail.com
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Cocoa, FL 32927 
  

Jenny Morrison (Lifetime Member) 
374 Coral Drive 
Cape Canaveral, FL 32920 
Eau Gallie Library 

home: (321) 917-3419 
work: (321) 255-4306 
jmorrison@brev.org 
 

  

Janice Murray (Lifetime Member) 
798 Shy High Drive 
Merritt Island, FL 32953 
Satelite Beach Library 

home: (321) 449-0494 
work: (321) 779-4004 
jmurray@brev.org 
 

  

Jack A. Newcombe (Lifetime Member) 
215 Rita Boulevard 
Melbourne Beach, FL 32951 
Eau Gallie Library 

home: (321) 652-4407 
newcombe_ja@hotmail.com 
 

  

Rodd A. Newcombe (Lifetime Member) 
340 Pompano Drive 
Melbourne Beach, FL 32951 
Florida Institute of Technology 

home: (321) 676-6234 
work: (321) 674-7110 
newcombe@fit.edu 
 

  

Suzanne Odom (Lifetime Member) 
1205 Gallatin Avenue NW 
Palm Bay, FL 32907 
Florida Institute of Technology 

home: (321) 676-4605 
work: (321) 674-7540 
sodom@fit.edu 
 

  

Lisa Petrillo 
322 Darrow Court 
Melbourne, FL 32901 
Florida Institute of Technology 

home: (321) 536-9933 
work: (321) 674-7656 
lpetrillo@fit.edu 
 

  

Ashley Pron 
Eastern Florida State College 

home: 321-327-7613 
ashleypron@outlook.com 
 

  

Elfriede Raedler (Lifetime Member) 
320 Watson Drive 
Indialantic, FL 32903 
Retired 

home: (321) 725-0428 
eraedler@yahoo.com 
 
 

  

Francis M. Reid (Lifetime Member) 
538 Cadillac Circle West 
Melbourne, FL 32935 
Satellite Beach Library 

home: (321) 255-7667 
work: (321) 779-4005 
freid@brev.org 
 

  

Iraida B. Rickling home: (321) 783-4152 

mailto:jmorrison@brev.org
mailto:jmurray@brev.org
mailto:newcombe_ja@hotmail.com
mailto:newcombe@fit.edu
mailto:sodom@fit.edu
mailto:lpetrillo@fit.edu
mailto:ashleypron@outlook.com
mailto:eraedler@yahoo.com
mailto:freid@brev.org
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347 Jack Drive 
Cocoa Beach, FL 32931 
Retired 

yayirickling@juno.com 
 

  

Carol Ruger (Lifetime Member) 
20 Sutton Street, #19 
Rockledge, FL 32955 
Retired 

 

  

Carmel Ruhling (Lifetime Member) 
P.O. Box 540459 
Merritt Island, FL 32954 

home: (321) 259-3644 
 

  

Richard W. Shea (Lifetime Member) 
145 Rita Boulevard. 
Melbourne Beach, FL 32951 

home: (321) 432-3350 
 

  

Margaret Simpson (Lifetime Member) 
5008 Philly Lane 
Colfax, NC 27235 
Retired 

home: (336) 763-0235 
margaret2541@att.net 
 
 

  

Marian Smith 
250 Community College Parkway 
Palm Bay, FL 32909 
Eastern Florida State College 

work: (321) 433-5262 
smithma@easternflorida.edu 

  

Tori Smith (Lifetime Member) 
150 W. University Boulevard 
Melbourne, FL 32901 
Florida Institute of Technology 

home: (321) 728-1063 
work: (321) 674-7539 
tosmith@fit.edu 
 

  

Kellie Sparks (Lifetime Member) 
9019 Governors Place Court 
Pensacola, FL 32514 
University of West Florida 

home: (321) 501-5885 
kgerson31@gmail.com 
 

  

Chelsea Stripling (Lifetime Member) 
1557 Esterbrook Lane 
Sebastian, FL 32958 
Florida Institute of Technology 

home: (850) 272-8454 
work: (321) 674-8021 
cstripling@fit.edu 
 

  

Susan E. Szymula (Lifetime Member) 
5057 Bennington Place 
Viera, FL 32955 
Retired 

home: (321) 632-8516 
 

  

mailto:yayirickling@juno.com
mailto:margaret2541@att.net
mailto:smithma@easternflorida.edu
mailto:tosmith@fit.edu
mailto:kgerson31@gmail.com
mailto:cstripling@fit.edu
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Shawn Marie Thomas 
2821 Fontainebleau Avenue SE 
Palm Bay, FL 32909 
Eastern Florida State College 

home: (720) 255-3370 
work: (321) 433-5275 
thomass@easternflorida.edu 

  

Kathy A. Turner (Lifetime Member) 
2183 Royal Poinciana Boulevard 
Melbourne, FL 32935 
Retired 

home: (321) 259-1646 
kturner@fit.edu 
 

  

Brad Ward 
2233 Park Avenue, #402 
Orange Park, FL 32073 
NEFLIN 

work: (904) 278-5620 
brad@neflin.org 
 

  
 
 

mailto:thomass@easternflorida.edu
mailto:kturner@fit.edu
mailto:brad@neflin.org
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